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NEW LINK

Dear Alumni,

“We seem to count all things that matter, but sometimes what matters most, can’t necessarily 

be counted”

Think about that for a moment.  In our personal life, some of us count down the days until Friday, 

Christmas, Birthday’s and yes…Payday!  In our professional life, owners of business count calls, 

overhead, hours and other relevant business data.  But if we think about the things that sometimes 

matter most in our profession, a number just can’t measure the impact it has on the family, guest, 

employee or the event.

Needless to say, our profession requires both.  In order to operate a successful business, accounting 

principles must be applied every day.  It’s what drives the fiscal aspect of the operation.  But what if 

you’re not an owner?  That’s when the things that matter most can’t be counted.  It’s your 

appearance, the way you answer the phone, the way you greet a funeral guest at the visitation or 

funeral.  All of these opportunities count in our profession but aren’t measured by the data analytics of 

the back office.

I believe the following is a relevant correlation.  Kodak once thought they were in the “film” business.  

The “film” business generated the results that could be counted to drive corporate earnings.  Film 

came in all different sizes, colors and even instant print.  But what they didn’t realize was that they 

were also in the “memory making” business.  The selling of “film” allowed the company to count their 

billions of dollars.  But what they couldn’t count was the memories those pictures created back then 

and now.  Do you think an employee’s emotional engagement would produce different results if they 

thought they were in the “film business” or “making forever memories business?”  I think YES.

Now let’s translate that to our profession.  In my opinion, we’re no longer in the “funeral business”. 

We’re in the business of creating lasting memories that will forever change how a family and guest 

decide how they want to be remembered.  Any “business” can teach you skills; it’s your gift and 

talents that can’t be analyzed or counted.  Whatever your role is at the funeral home, be the reason 

the deceased looks great, the family heals faster and the guests come back.  All of these and many 

more are the real reasons the owner can “count” on the continued success of the funeral home.

We’re currently finalizing the details of what we hope is another great reunion in August.  I hope you 

will join us in Nashville and continue to support not just a Mortuary College, but a higher institution of 

education that produces the best of the best our profession has to offer.

Sincerely,

Bill Hudson

Class of 1991



School News

Fall Semester 2019 - Top 10%

Holden Ayers Christiana, Tennessee

Jamie Bell Decatur, Tennessee

Christopher Boggs Baltimore, Maryland

Jadie Click Murfreesboro, Tennessee

William Cobb Blue Ridge, Georgia

Brianna Gesler Springfield, Tennessee

Evan Grisell Corbin, Kentucky

Jennifer Holladay Nashville, Tennessee

Landon Hunter Huntsville, Alabama

Alyssa Hyden Somerset, Kentucky

Katyrina Jesch Shelbyville, Tennessee

Josiah Klouda Knoxville, Tennessee

Alex McAnally Rutledge, Tennessee

Dakota Moore Mt. Juliet, Tennessee

Jody Murray Lebanon, Tennessee

Lauryn Smith Piney Flats, Tennessee

Stephanie Sylvester Winfield, Indiana

John A. Gupton College
Continuing Education Series 

Schedule Announced

All Sessions begin at 10 A.M. and cost $50.00

The Selected Independent Funeral Homes Educational Trust 

will be hosting an on-site job fair at John A. Gupton College on 

Wednesday, March 18th from 10am-12pm. 

All Alumni Members are encouraged to attend.

Pre-register by calling the college at 615-327-3927 

between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Credit Cards Accepted EXCEPT on the day of the Seminar.

Cash or Check only on the Day of the Seminar.
All sessions approved by the TN State Funeral Board for 5 CEUs



School News

Student reps turning in $175 to President Steve 

Spann that was donated to the Nashville rescue 

mission. This donation fed 77 people during the 

2019 holiday season. The donations were 

collected during the summer dress down day and 

Halloween dress down day.

Associate of Arts Degree student reps for 19-20 Calendar year.

Alyssa 

Hyden
Somerset, KY

Benjamin 

Cain
Chattanooga, TN Brianna

Gesler
Hernando, MS

2019 Valedictorian- Stephanie Sylvester, pictured with 

a member of our Board of Directors and Alumni 

member, Jim Brewer.



Graduation 2019



Funeral Industry News

What It Takes To Run A Funeral At Arlington National Cemetery

A military band plays a reverent march, leading six horses as they pull a flag-

draped casket through tree-lined lanes of Arlington National Cemetery.

A team of soldiers transfers the casket from the caisson to be lowered into the final 

resting place. The U.S. flag is folded and presented to the family on behalf of a 

grateful nation. A firing party shoots 3-rifle volleys — a European military tradition 

signaling for the battle to resume after a fallen soldier is laid to rest.

The mournful sound of taps fills the silence.

Arlington National Cemetery conducts thousands of military funerals a year. It’s one 

of few cemeteries that provide graveside burials with full military funeral honors and 

escort, and each part of a military funeral at Arlington is performed by a service 

member stationed in the D.C. metro area.

The Army is the largest branch of military service in the U.S. and, as a result, conducts 

more funerals at the cemetery than any other. Members of the Third U.S. Infantry 

Regiment “The Old Guard” and the U.S. Army Band “Pershing’s Own” fill these roles.

“Every time you’re out there doing a mission, it’s the same mission for you, but it’s the first 

and only time for that family,” said Capt. Brenden Sweeney, Regimental Company 

executive officer in the Old Guard.  Funerals are referred to as “missions” to help soldiers 

stay emotionally detached and focused on their task.  The Old Guard is organized into 

platoons specific to each ceremonial job. This helps the soldiers specialize in their part of 

the service and gives them time to rest and maintain their infantry training. Horse-drawn 

caissons with large custom wooden wheels are kept in service to transport the casket. 

Traditionally, they were used to move artillery ammunition and cannons. The caisson is 

pulled by a team of specially bred and selected horses purchased or donated to the 

platoon. The Army’s caisson platoon provides support for military funerals for every 

branch of service. The soldiers who handle the horses that pull the caisson are trained 

infantrymen. The Army teaches them to be expert horsemen and undergo training on a 

special riding style used only by the Army. The horses have to be trained to endure the 

sound of rifle fire, flags and crowds of people.

When soldiers arrive at Fort Myer, they’re given their platoon assignment. Most want to be part of the firing platoon because it takes 

the most skill, but you have to audition for a spot first. For seven soldiers to fire the 21-gun salute at the same time requires 

impeccable timing. The shots are fired in unison and the soldiers must reload their weapons in perfect synchronization with each

other. Casket platoon is also a sought-after position. “They like to think they’re the strongest soldiers,” Sweeney said. The casket 

team must be able to carry the deceased up and down stairs, and from point to point with absolute precision and dignity.

“My soldiers [in casket platoon] will complete around 300 missions in 14 months,” Sweeney said.  The casket bearers are posit ioned 

next to the Chaplain and in full view of the family. “That’s 300 times they hear the Chaplain talk about the death of a soldier, and that 

can be really tough to hear,” he said. Because of this, casket bearers are a tight-knit group and blow off steam together when they’re 

off duty. If you live near Arlington, you may be familiar with the sound of cannon fire early in the morning. The Presidential Salute 

Battery fires cannons for military ceremonies in Washington and is the only unit of its kind in the Army. General officer funerals can 

include a battery cannon salute — 17 guns for a four-star general, 15 for a three-star, 13 for a two-star, 11 for a one-star.

Music is an important part of a military funeral. In addition to creating a moment of 

contemplation at the memorial service, the ceremonial band provides a steady beat for the 

processional and a backdrop for the transfer of the casket and travel to the graveside. The 

U.S. Army Band “Pershing’s Own” is a premier military band, and a career appointment for its 

musicians stationed at Fort Myer, just outside of Arlington National Cemetery. In addition to 

funerals, the band provides musical support for official state visits and other national events. 

The product must be perfect for every single mission. Each branch of the military has a 

premier ceremonial band to accomplish this mission for their respective funerals. Leadership 

within the band are involved in the musical planning for a funeral from the beginning. They 

receive information from about the deceased including their religious preference or alma 

mater and they make musical choices based on those preferences.

Next, a bugler steps out of the band formation to render Taps, the most recognizable and emotional bugle call. Taps originated in 

the military during the Civil War, when Union General Daniel Butterfield wanted a more solemn call to signal the day’s end. Together 

with Oliver Wilcox Norton, they wrote the tune we use today, to honor the men in camp at Harrison’s Landing in Virginia, and it was 

made official following the war.  After taps is performed, the ceremonial band plays America the Beautiful while the flag is folded and 

presented to the family.  There are so many requests for funerals at Arlington that families can wait up to eight months to bury their 

loved one. But when a soldier is killed in action, they move to the top of the list.

PORTIONS OF AN ARTICLE PUBLISHED ON WAMU 88.5 UNIVERSITY RADIO BY VICTORIA CHAMBERLAIN ON OCTOBER 24, 2019.



OBITUARIES

Joe Wright, 87, funeral 

director and owner of Wright 

Memorial Mortuary, passed 

away peacefully Nov. 23, 2019, 

at a local hospital surrounded 

by his loving family and friends. 

Born in Centre, Ala., on Jan. 

17, 1932, Mr. Wright got his 

start in funeral service after 

serving in the military during 

the Korean Conflict. 

He worked as an orderly at a hospital in Centre, Ala., and 

became interested in the funeral business after assisting 

Bill Perry transport cases from the hospital to Perry 

Funeral Home. He attended John A. Gupton College of 

Mortuary Science in Nashville, Tenn., and graduated 

with the Class of 1963.  Mr. Wright then trained with 

some of the most accomplished funeral directors in the 

state of Georgia before achieving his vision of funeral 

home ownership. In 1971, the years of training and hard 

work resulted in the establishment of Wright Memorial 

Mortuary. Services were held Saturday, November 30, 

2019, at 1:00 p.m. Oak Hill Church of Christ, 1500 

Martha Berry Blvd NE, Rome, Georgia 30165. Viewing 

began Thursday, November 28, 2019, from 12-6 p.m. 

Wright Memorial Mortuary, Inc. 814 South Broad Street 

SW, Rome, Georgia 30161. The family received friends 

on Friday, November 29, 2019, from 6-9 p.m. 

Helen Gillespie Jeffers, 100, of 

Tusculum passed away Sunday, 

December 1, 2019 at the home of her 

daughter. Her parents, Glen and Euda 

Gillespie, raised her in Afton, TN where 

she was born in 1919. Mrs. Jeffers 

attended Doak School before going on 

to Tusculum College and graduating In 

1941. Mrs. Jeffers married her 

childhood sweetheart, the late Rex 

Bright Jeffers, in 1942.

Together they started Jeffers Mortuary in 1959.

She was a member of the Andrew Johnson Club, the Grandmother’s 

Club, the National Teacher’s Organization, TN Teacher’s Organization, 

Greeneville/Greene County Teacher’s Organization, the DAR, and is a 

member of Trinity United Methodist Church where she has been a 

member for over 60 years.  Mrs. Jeffers is survived by many family 

members including two John A. Gupton Alumni Members; son 

Richard Jeffers; and grandson Justin Jeffers.  The family received 

friends Wednesday from 1-3 & 5-7 at Jeffers Funeral Service 

Downtown and Thursday from 12-2 at Jeffers Funeral Chapel at 

Afton. The funeral service was held Thursday at 2:00 PM at Jeffers 

Funeral Chapel at Afton with the Rev. John McPheron and Rev. Sarah 

Varnell officiating. Interment followed in GraceLand Memorial 

Gardens.  Her grandsons served as Pallbearers and Honorary 

Pallbearers included members of members of Crusaders Class of 

Trinity United Methodist Church and all former and current employees 

of Jeffers Funeral and Cremation Service. 

Josh Jennings, passed away on Monday November 25, 2019 after a brief illness.  At an early age, Josh 

had chosen his career path, to be a mortician. This was probably not the norm for a teenager, but with his 

focus and determination, he made his dream a reality. A graduate of the John A. Gupton College of 

Mortuary Science, Josh spent his early career at Chattanooga Funeral Home. He managed Tate Funeral 

Home, Jasper, for several years. In 2011 Josh and partners Ralph Mosier and Burt Schaerer, developed 

Hamilton Funeral Home. Hamilton Funeral Home is an extraordinary example of Josh’s commitment, talent, 

and drive to succeed. Hamilton is highly respected, locally owned, and offers the ultimate in compassionate 

service to grieving families. Visitation was held on Friday, November 29th from 2-8 pm Central Time at 

Rogers Funeral Home, Jasper Chapel, 21 East 5th Street, Jasper, TN 37347. Also Saturday, November 30th 

from Noon -2 pm Central Time at McKendree United Methodist Church, 106 Hwy 150, Jasper, TN 37347. A 

Celebration of Life followed at 2:00 pm Central Time at the church.

Frances Arrington Harper, 93, 

died early Friday morning, November 

21, 2019 at Jackson Madison County 

General Hospital.  She is survived by 

her two sons that she adored and they 

her, Dick Arrington and wife Jan, Bob 

Arrington (NFDA Past President and 

Immediate Past Chair of the Funeral 

Service Foundation and 1979 John 

A. Gupton graduate) and wife Judy. 

“Big Mama” is also survived by four wonderful and loving 

grandchildren, Funeral services were held Tuesday, 

November 26, 2019 at 3:00PM in the chapel of Arrington 

Funeral Directors with Dr. Don Thrasher and Dr. 

Jathaniel Cavitt officiating. A private family burial was 

held at Oakwood Cemetery in Milan, TN on Wednesday.  

The family received friends on Tuesday from 1:00PM 

until service time at 3:00PM.

Garrett Myrick Miles, age 33 of the 

Wayside Community, near Winfield passed 

away Saturday, November 2, 2019 as the 

result of a hunting accident. Garrett was born 

in Jasper, AL on January 11, 1986 a son of 

Clark Miles and Tina Cook Miles. He was 

2004 graduate of Winfield City High 

School. He joined the United States Air Force 

in 2004 and was a veteran of Operation Iraqi 

Freedom serving in Balad, Iraq.

Garrett is survived by his parents Clark and Tina Cook Miles of 

Wayside, his grandfather, J. Whitfield Miles, Sr. (John A. Gupton 

College 1952 graduate) and his wife, Lyvonne, cousins, J. Whit 

Miles, III and his wife, Danielle, Blaise Miles and M. Whitfield Miles all 

of Winfield and other friends and family.  Funeral services were held 

Monday, November 4, 2019 at 7 p.m. from the McGraw Memorial 

Chapel of Miles Funeral Home.



Extra

Moved? Changed your name? 

Different email address? Let us 

know so we can keep you 

informed about local events and 

JAG news that matters to you.

Anyone interested in being 

featured in the “Alumni Spotlight” 

section of a future newsletter, 

please contact Bobby Cook at 

cook@guptoncollege.edu

Just a few of the notable deaths from 2019

Next Edition:

Details about the 

upcoming 2020 Alumni 

Reunion will be detailed 

in the May edition.
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